Expressions of wish

1.  I want a car = takes a noun : add “ga hoshii”
     I wanted a car = takes a noun: add “ga hoshikatta”
Examples: 

I want a cake = Watashi wa ke-ki ga hoshii desu 

He wants a car = Kare wa kuruma ga hoshii desu 

2.  I want to eat = involve action : the stem of the verb + "~ tai"
 (Get the masu form of the verb, then drop the masu and ADD tai to the verb) 

Examples: 

I want to eat a cake = Watashi wa ke-ki ga tabetai desu 

I want to read this book = Watashi wa kono hon ga yomitai desu

Do you want to drink a beer? Anata wa bi-ru ga nomitai desuka? 

Tabemasu < tabe < tabetai 


Hanashimasu < Hanashi < Hanashitai 


Benkyoushimasu < Benkyoushi< Benkyoushitai 

3. Third person’s desire : my friend, my sister, she, he, wants
My friend wants NOUN = hoshigatte imasu (present)/ hoshitatte imashita (past)
My friend wants to do … = the stem of the verb + ~ tagatte imasu" (present)







     ~ tagatte imasu" (past)
Examples: 

My brother wants a rabbit = Watashi no otouto wa usagi o hoshigatte imasu 

My friend wants a tree = Watashi no tomodachi wa ki o hoshigatte imasu
Ayako wants to watch this movie = Ayako wa kono eiga o mitagatte imasu 

Miho wants to eat Indian food = Miho wa Indian ryouri o tabetagatte imasu

Expressions of ability

1. Can + Noun  =  ga dekimasu OR ga dekiru 

I can do (speak) Japanese = Watashi wa nihongo ga dekimasu OR ga dekiru 
I can skydive = Watashi wa sukaidaibingu ga dekimasu OR ga dekiru 
2. Can + Verb = ~ koto ga dekimasu 
( koto means thing, but here it is used to make a verb a noun so it will work with dekimasu ) 
He can speak Japanese = Kare wa nihongo o hanasu koto ga dekimasu 

They can eat eel = Karera wa unagi o taberu koto ga dekimasu 
3. Can + Verb + ~RARERU or ~ERU = ga rareru OR ga eru 
(“Can" form can be achieved by changing the verb's ending) 
	The ~ u verbs: 

replace the final "~u" with "~eru”
	Iku (to go)
	Ikeru /Ikemasu

	
	Kaku (to write)
	Kakeru /Kakemasu

	
	Hanasu (to speak) 
	Hanaseru / Hanasemasu 

	The ~ru-verbs: 


replace the final "~ ru" with "~ rareru"
	Taberu (to eat)

	Taberareru / Taberaremasu

	
	Miru (to see) 
	Mirareru OR Mieru / Miemasu

	Irregular verbs
	Kuru (to come)
	Koreru / Koremasu

	
	Suru (to do)
	Dekiru / Dekimasu


I can read a book in Dutch = Watashi wa Orandago no hon o yomeru/yomemasu
He can eat a squid = Kare wa ika o taberareru /taberaremasu
I can speak Japanese = Watashi wa nihongo o hanasemasu 

  Quantity expressions 

The order is generally Subject + Particle + Quantity + Verb. When they are used to modify adjectives, they come just before the adjective. For instance, "very cold" is "totemo samui".
	Takusan  
	Many, much
	Many books = takusan no hon

	Totemo 
	Very
	Very spicy = totemo karai 

	Kanari  
	Considerably, rather
	Considerably hot = kanari atsui 

	Sukoshi 
	A little, a few
	A little tired = sukoshi tukareta 


Examples: 

This is very delicious = kore wa totemo oishii desu 

I speak a little Japanese = Watashi wa nihongo o sukoshi hanashimasu 

I am exhausted =   Watashi wa kanari tukareteimasu
He owns/has many shoes = Kare wa takusan kutsu o mottuteimasu 

She has many bags = Kanojyo wa takusan battugu o mottuteimasu 

Quantity expressions used only in negative sentences

	Amari    
	(Not) very, (not) much

	Zenzen  
	(Not) at all


Examples: 

That movie was not good at all = Ano eiga wa zenzen yoku arimasendeshita 

I don’t have much money = Watashi wa amari okane ga arimasen 

I don’t understand at all = Watashi wa zenzen wakarimasen  

This restaurant is not that good = Kono resutoran wa amari yokuarimasen
Expressions of uncertainly 
1. ~ darou, ~desyou ( more formal than ~ darou )  =  will probably 

Sometimes “tabun” = perhaps” is added to the “will probably” sentences 

Examples:

Kanojyo wa ashita umi ni iku desyou = She will probably go to the sea 

Ashita wa hareru desyou = It will be sunny tomorrow 

Kare wa tabun tosyokan ni iru desyou = He will probably be at the library

2. ~ darouka  OR ~ desyouka  =  I wonder 
Used when guessing with doubt 

Examples:

Kare wa office ni kuru darouka = I wonder if he is coming to the office  

Karera wa tesuto ni goukaku suru darouka = I wonder if they pass the test

Kanojyo wa hitori de Tokyo ni ikeru darouka = I wonder if she can go to Tokyo alone 

3. ~kamoshirenai  OR  ~ kamoshiremasen   =  may be

Used to express a sense of probability or doubt; when you are just guessing

Examples:

Ashita wa yuki kamoshiremasen = It might snow tomorrow

Watashi wa raisyuu Kankoku ni iku kamoshiremasen = I might go to Korean next week  

Kare wa ashita kare no otousan ni au kamoshiremasen = He might meet with his father tomorrow 

Since it is Monday, he might be busy today = Getsuyoubi desukara, kare wa kyou isogashii kamoshiremasen 

Expressions of one’s thoughts

1. ~ to omou / omoimasu  =  I think that …
Examples: 

Kono kuruma wa takai to omoimasu = I think this car is expensive
Kono kangae/aidia o dou omoimasu ka? = What do you think about this idea?
Totemo ii to omoimasu = I think it is very good 

Watashi wa ashita tosyokan ni nihongo o oshie ni iku to omoimasu = I think I am going to teach Japanese at the library tomorrow

2. ~ to omotteiru / omotteimasu = I am thinking that …
Examples: 

Ongaku o kikou to omotte imasu = I am thinking of listening music
Rainen Chiri ni ikou to omotte imasu = I am thinking of going to Chile next year
Supeingo o naraitai to omotte imasu = I am thinking that I want to learn Spanish

3. ~ towa  omowanai/omoimasen  
                      OR 
Negative form of the Verb          +      to omoimasu   =   I do not think …

       
                    Adjective                                         I doubt that …
Examples: 
Ashita hataraku towa omoimasen = I do not think I am going to work tomorrow 

Ashita hatarakanai to omoimasu = I do not think I am going to work tomorrow 

Nihongo wa muzukashii towa omoimasen = I do not think Japanese is difficult

Nihongo wa muzukashikunai to omoimasu = I do not think Japanese is difficult 
Conversational terms 1 
Add to the current topic: someone is talking about the topic and you would like to say something 

	Tatoeba …  wa doudesuka? 
	How about ---?
	What do you want to eat for lunch? 
Tatoeba, Itaria ryouri wa doudesuka?
(How about Italian food?) 


	Souieba
	Speaking of
	I forgot to bring my book. 
Souieba, anata wa watashi no eigo no hon o mada mottute imasuka? 
(Speaking of books, do you still have my English book?)


	Gutaiteki ni iu to
	More concretely
	Gutaiteki ni iu to, watashi wa ginkou no kawase department de hataraite imasu 

( More precisely, I am working at the currency department in the bank) 


Say something off the topic: when you want to change the subject 

	Tokorode
	By the way
	Tokorode, anata no goryoushin wa ogenkidesuka? 
(By the way, how are your parents?) 

	Hanashi wa chigaimasu ga
	To change the subject
	Hanashi wa chigaimasu ga, ashita anata wa dokoka ni ikimasuka? 
(This is not relating to our current conversation, but are you going somewhere tomorrow?)


Conversational terms 2

Bringing up the main topic:  When you want to bring up your concerned topic 
	Jitsu wa
	Actually,
	Jitsu wa anata ni soudan shitaikoto ga arimasu 
(Actually, I came to consult you about something ) 


Shortening the preliminary topics: When you want to skip the current topic and change to your concerned topic 
	Sattusoku desu ga
	May I come straight to the point? 
	Ohayougozaimasu. Sattusoku desuga kyou no topic ni tuite hanashiaimasyou 
( Good morning, before we discuss anything, let’s discuss today’s topic )




Sounds of hesitation  
	Anou 

( Anou suimasen) 
	Used to get 
the listener's attention
	Anou, suimasen, coffee o onegai shimasu 
(Excuse me; can I have a cup of coffee?) 

	Eeto OR Ee…
	Let me see 
	Eeto, ko-ra to orenjijyu-su to aisukuri-mu o kudasai

(Let me see, can I have a coke, orange juice and ice cream?) 


Sounds of “what did you just say?” 
	E?
(with a rising intonation)
	What?
	E? ima  nan to iimashitaka?
(What did you just say?)


Expression of polite request 
Could you + VERB? = ~ te form + moraemasuka?  (Polite)

                                      ~ te form + itadakemasuka ? (Very polite)

Examples: 

Yuttukuri hanashite moraemasenka? = Could you speak slowly? 

Pen o kashite moraemasenka? Could you rend me a pen? 

May I + VERB…? = ~ te form + mo iidesuka? (Polite)
                                 ~ te form +  yoroshiidesuka? (Very polite)
*** takes verbal gerund phrases
Examples: 
Toire ni ittutemo iidesuka? = May I go to the bathroom? 

Konya denwa o kaketemo iidesuka? = May I call you tonight? 

May I have NOUN …?  ~ wo itadakemasuka ?
                                       ~ wo onegaishimasu 

Examples: 
Mousukoshi su-pu o itadakemasuka ? = May I have more soup? 
Mou ittupai bi-ru o itadakemasuka? = May I have one more beer? 

· Phone: asking if Mr. Yamada is home

May I speak to Mr. Yamada? = Yamada - san o onegaishimasu 
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