
Personal pronouns  
 
I watashi Used by both males and females. 

 
You  anata  Basic form of the second personal pronoun.  

Used toward someone unfamiliar.  
Spoken by women toward their boyfriend or husband.  
 

He 
  

kare  Basic form of the pronoun meaning "he." However this 
pronoun is rarely spoken in speech.  
Last name+san or Fist name+san are commonly used in 
speech. 
 
For example, ikeda san, hanako san, ian san, miren san 
etc… 
 

She 
  

kanojo  Basic form of the pronoun meaning "she."   
Like kare above, Last name+san or Fist name+san are 
commonly used in speech. 
 
 

It  sore  Basic form of the pronoun meaning "it."  

 
 

Subjective, possessive, objective form 
 
Japanese pronouns have just one form for each. To make a 
subjective, possessive, or objective form, particles are used  
 
      
Subjective  watashi wa 

watashi ga 
 
I  

anata wa 
anata ga 
 
you  

kare wa 
kare ga 
 
he  

kanojo wa 
kanojo ga 
 
she  

sore wa 
sore ga 
 
it  

Possessive  watashi no 
 
my  

anata no 
 
your  

kare no 
 
his  

kanojo no 
 
her  

sore no 
 
its  

Objective  watashi ni 
watashi o 
 
me  

anata ni 
anata o 
 
you  

kare ni 
kare o 
 
him  

kanojo ni 
kanojo o 
 
her  

sore ni 
sore o 
 
it  
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